


 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND POLICY GUIDELINES 

• Applicants must submit a complete application including project proposal, budget, timeline and 
supporting materials. 

• Applicants can be an individual (must complete a W-9), a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, private 
entity, government, school, or tribal agency. 

• Applicants must demonstrate that the activity proposed occurs within the geographical 
boundaries of the City of Cathedral City. 

• Individual/Organizational residency in Cathedral City is not a requirement as long as the proposed 
project occurs in the City. 

• Any activity proposed must be reasonably available to members of the general public. An activity will 
be considered reasonably available to members of the general public where the activity is open to 
the general public or is open to members of the public who timely reserve participation in the activity. 
Space for participants may be limited and the activity may be provided for only a limited time. 
Activities may be held in the facilities of public entities, non-profit or charitable organizations, and 
private facilities, provided that attendance of activities must not be limited to members, owners, 
subscribers or other interest holders in the private facility. Participation in certain activities may be 
limited to certain members of the general public, such as youths, students, seniors, or other 
reasonable grouping that does not constitute unlawful discrimination of a protected class.  

• Grant activities must be completed by June 30, 2025. 

• Grant recipients must comply with all grant requirements and reporting obligations. 
 
GRANT APPLICATION CHECKLIST 

• Community Art Grant Program Application 

• Samples of art/performances/events completed relevant to the proposed project.  Include 
attachments or links to bio’s, social media or websites.  Submitted attachments can be no larger than 
20mb. 

• Letters of support.  Optional but encouraged.  Include letters of support from community partners, 
stakeholders, or collaborators endorsing your project and/or confirming their involvement. 





4. Collaboration with local schools for pre-event educational workshops 

5. Engagement of local chefs and food enthusiasts for the Jollof Rice Cook-Off 

6. Post-event surveys to gather community feedback and inform future programming 

Community Partners and Their Roles: 

1. Bart's Lounge: Venue support and logistical assistance 

2. Local School District: Pre-event educational outreach and student participation 

3. Cathedral City Chamber of Commerce: Business community engagement and sponsorship 

support 

4. Cathedral City Amphitheater: Additional venue support and event promotion 

This focused group of partners provides a strong foundation for the Amapiano Experience & Jollof 

Rice Cook-Off. Each partner brings unique strengths to the project: 

Bart's Lounge offers an intimate venue perfect for smaller performances and workshops, while also 

providing crucial logistical support. The Cathedral City Amphitheater complements this by offering a 

larger outdoor space for main events and expanded audience capacity, as well as leveraging its 

promotional channels to increase visibility. 

The Local School District's involvement ensures we reach our target audience of local youth, 

facilitating pre-event educational outreach and encouraging student participation. This connection to 

schools is vital for the event's educational impact and long-term community engagement. 

The Cathedral City Chamber of Commerce will play a key role in engaging the local business 

community, helping to secure sponsorships and broaden the event's support base within the city. 

By collaborating with these strategic partners, CVAI aims to create a sustainable, annual event that 

becomes a cornerstone of Cathedral City's cultural calendar. This network will help foster artistic 

literacy, cultural appreciation, and community bonding, contributing significantly to the vibrant arts 

scene in Cathedral City and providing valuable opportunities for youth in an area marked by economic 

challenges. 

Through this comprehensive approach, the Amapiano Experience & Jollof Rice Cook-Off will serve as 

a significant cultural and educational touchstone for Cathedral City, primarily benefiting children in an 

area marked by considerable economic challenges while contributing to the city's vibrant arts scene. 

By introducing youth to the burgeoning Amapiano and Afrobeat music genres, which have surpassed 

Hip Hop in global sales, CVAI is opening new avenues for creative expression and future career 

opportunities in music and dance. 

This initiative directly addresses funding priorities by providing music and arts programs that 

positively influence children's development. It offers educational and cultural opportunities to children 

from underserved backgrounds, creating a vibrant, culturally rich environment that nurtures the artistic 

potential of Cathedral City's youth and fosters a new generation of creative thinkers and cultural 

ambassadors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















We believe that the Amapiano Experience & Jollof Rice Cook-Off has the potential to be a 

transformative event for Cathedral City, creating lasting memories, fostering community bonds, and 

inspiring the next generation of artists and cultural ambassadors. We are deeply grateful for the 

Community Arts Grant Program's consideration and look forward to the possibility of bringing this 

unique cultural experience to our community. 

 

 
*Attachments may be included with your submission.   If including photos, files can be no larger than 20 mb. 
 

To be considered for funding, a complete application must be submitted by: 

• Hard copies - postmarked by August 30, 2024 

• Electronic copies - received by 5:00pm on Friday August 30, 2024 

• Electronic submittal is preferred 
 

Questions:  Please email publicartscommission@cathedralcity.gov or call Anne Ambrose, Public Arts 
Commission Liaison at (760) 770-0331. 



July 31, 2024

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter in enthusiastic support of the Coachella Valley Arts Institute's (CVAI)
proposed event, the Amapiano Experience & Jollof Rice Cook-Off, to be held in Cathedral City.

As a longtime musician and producer who has worked with some of the biggest names in the
music industry, I understand the transformative power of music and cultural events. The
Amapiano Experience & Jollof Rice Cook-Off is exactly the kind of innovative,
community-focused event that Cathedral City needs.

The introduction of Amapiano music to our local youth is particularly exciting. This genre, with its
roots in South Africa, represents the kind of global cultural exchange that can broaden horizons
and inspire creativity. In my decades of experience in the music industry, I've seen how
exposure to diverse musical styles can ignite passion and even launch careers.

Moreover, the event's combination of music with culinary arts in the Jollof Rice Cook-Off is a
brilliant way to engage the community on multiple levels. It celebrates not just the auditory arts,
but also the rich cultural traditions expressed through food.

I believe this event has the potential to become a significant cultural touchstone for Cathedral
City, particularly for our youth. It aligns perfectly with our city's goals of supporting artists and
fostering cultural vibrancy in our community.

CVAI has demonstrated creativity and commitment in designing this event. Their track record of
organizing music events, coupled with their passion for community engagement, makes them
well-suited to bring this exciting concept to life.

I wholeheartedly endorse this project and urge you to support the CVAI's grant application. The
Amapiano Experience & Jollof Rice Cook-Off promises to be a unique, enriching event that will
contribute significantly to the cultural landscape of Cathedral City.

Sincerely,

Alvin Taylor

Legendary Drummer

https://www.alvintaylormusic.com/




